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Introduction

Mercury contamination from artisanal small-scale gold mining (ASGM) activities is a major environmental concern (Worldwide, 1206 tons/year of
mercury are released). In the Lom basin (East Cameroon region), gold mining is practiced in artisanal and semi mechanized ways. More than 100
open pit mining sites are listed, with an estimated production of 318 Kg of gold in 2019. In this type of mining, mercury is used to extract gold by
amalgamation, in equal proportions. About 5 to 45% of the used mercury is directly discharged towards rivers.
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