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Conclusions

« Thermal pollution increased water temperatures in the Upper Rhine (between km 359-500) whereas the Lower Rhine was less influenced from thermal
emissions. This energy effect was highest during autumn and winter at low discharge.

« Oxygen concentration was differently controlled in summer, predominantly via phytoplankton production whereas in winter concurrently with high
discharge via air-water oxygen exchange. Water temperatures elevated due to thermal emissions, resulted in actual oxygen concentrations above the
saturated concentrations between km 395 and 495. Hence, oxygen was aerated to the atmosphere for the restoration of the equilibrium DO condition.
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